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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain an organic acid 
monogyceride of reduced free organic acid content 
useful as an emulsifier for beverage and the like and 
a quality improver for food products by esterifying an 
organic acid with a monogfyceride, while, keeping the 
water content of the reaction system lower than a spe- 
cific level by dehydration under reduced pressure. 

SOLUTION: In the eater ifi cation reaction between (A) 
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an organic acid and (B) a rnonoglyceride, or when an 
organic acid ester is prepared from the component A, 
(C) fatty acid and (D) glycerol, the water content in 
the reaction system is controlled lower than 0.twt.%, 
preferably lower than Q.05wt.% to reduce the free or- 
ganic acid lower than 1.5wt%, preferably lower than 
1 .0wt.% to prepare the objective organic acid mono- 
glyceride. The water content is most simply adjusted 
by setting the temperature conditions of 1 10-200 V C un- 
der reduced pressure, additionally blowing steam or an 
inert gas into the system to remove unreacting organic 
acid or organic acid anhydride. 
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